Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BAGHDA 00326 I90958Z 
ACTION NEA-07 

INEO OCT-OI SS-14 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-05 PM-03 
NSC-06 NSCE-00 PA-OI PRS-OI MCT-OI SP-02 /04I W 

191045 111415/13 

R 190808Z EEB 77 
PM USINT BAGHDAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4193 
INEO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONPIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0326 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IZ 

SUBJECT: ANTI-REGIME LEAPLET DESCRIBES NAJAP INCIDENT 

REF: BAGHDAD 0311 

1. SUMMARY: DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUE PROVIDED USINTOPP 
WITH COPY OF ANTI-REGIME LEAPLET WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED 
PROM AN IRAQI PRIEND. LEAPLET IS TYPEWRITTEN IN 
ARABIC AND CLAIMS TO BE AN ANNOUNCEMENT OP THE ISLAMIC 
PATRIOTIRZ JABHA AL-WATANIYYA AL- 
ISLAMIYYA PIL-IRAQ). THE LEAFLET IS HEADED WITH THE 
TRADITIONAL ISLAMIC INVOCATION QUOTE IN THE NAME OF 
GOD THE MERCIPUL AND COMPASSIONATE UNQUOTE AND SHOWS 
GENERALLY PIOUS PHRASING. IT CLAIMS THAT INCIDENT 
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INVOLVING MARCHERS PROM NAJAP TO KERBALA WAS ON 
A LARGE SCALE, INCLUDED MILITARY SYMPATHISERS 
AND WAS SUPPRESSED ONLY ALTER THE USE OP OVER- 
WHELMING ARMED PORCE ON THE PART OP BAATHI 
AUTHORITIES. END SUMMARY. 

TRANSLATION OF TEXT POLLOWS, MINUS ISLAMIC DATES: 
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2. QUOTE ON FEBRUARY 5, 1977, OUR FAITHFUL MASSES 
ORGANIZED HUGE DEMONSTRATIONS IN REVERED NAJAF IN 
DEFIANCE OF THE INIQUITOUS BAATHI AUTHORITIES AND 
IN CONDEMNATION OF THE CRIME OF EXECUTING THREE 
PATRIOTIC LEADERS ON FEBRUARY 1, 1977 IN THE ABU 
GHRAIB DETENTION CAMP AT BAGHDAD. THE DEMONSTRATIONS 
BURST FORTH FROM THE MOSQUE OF IMAM ALI WHERE 
FAITHFUL MASSES FROM ALL PARTS OF IRAQ HAD GATHERED. 
THE ANGRY THRONG, NUMBERING MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND, THEN PROCEEDED TO MARCH ON FOOT TOWARD 
THE REVERED CITY OF KERB ALA, SEVENTY-FIVE KILOMETERS 
AWAY. 

3. WHEN THE PROCESSION REACHED THE VILLAGE OF AL- 
HAYDARIYYA ABOUT MIDWAY ON THE ROUTE ON FEBRUARY 6, 
IT WAS CONFRONTED BY A DETACHMENT OF THE IRAQI ARMY 
WHICH HAD MOVED INTO POSITION FROM HIDDIYYA DAM 
CAMP. BUT THE HONORABLE SOLDIERS REFUSED TO OBEY 
THE ORDERS OF THEIR COMMANDERS WHO ASKED THEM TO 
FIRE ON THE MASSES. INSTEAD, THEY JOINED THE 
DEMONSTRATORS AND ANNOUNCED THEIR REBELLION AGAINST 
THE EVIL AUTHORITIES. THE AUTHORITIES (THE 

PARTY POLICE) THEN SUMMONED AS REINFORCEMENTS A 
MOBILE CONVOY OF TANKS FROM WHERE THEY HAD BEEN 
STATIONED ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF KERB ALA. 

4. AT MIDDAY THE TANKS OF THE BAATH CLASHED WITH 
VANGUARDS OF THE PROCESSION, WHO HAD THE SUPPORT OF 
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FREE SOLDIERS WHO HAD JOINED THE MARCHERS' RANKS. 
SCORES DIED, AND HUNDREDS FELL WOUNDED. FULL 
CASUALTY FIGURES ARE NOT YET KNOWN. THE TANKS OF 
THE BAATH THEN BROKE INTO THE MOSQUE OF HUSSEIN 
IN KERBALA, EXPELLED THE FAITHFUL MASSES AND LOCKED 
THE DOORS OF THE MOSQUE, ALL AS A PRECAUTION TO 
KEEP OTHER GROUPS FROM JOINING THE REVOLUTIONARY 
PROCESSION. 

5. THE ISLAMIC PATRIOTIC FRONT CONDEMNS THE 
LOATHESOME BAATHI CRIME AND PROMISES GOD AND 
THE PEOPLE (AL-UMMA) TO CONTINUE IN THE HOLY WAR 
AGAINST BAATHY TYRANNY IN IRAQ. THE FRONT CALLS 

ON MUSLIMS TO COURAGEOUSLY OPPOSE THE DICTATORIAL 
REGIME WHICH RULES OUR DEAR REGION. EVERLASTING 
LIFE TO OUR INNOCENT MARTYRS* VICTORY TO THE 
REVOLUTION OF THE FAITHFUL PEOPLE* END QUOTE 

6. DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUE REPORTED THAT HIS 
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FRIEND CLAIMED THAT NINE MEMBERS OE THE 
PARTY POLICE HAD BEEN KILLED. HIS FRIEND 
PORTRAYED ORIGIN OE MARCH AS STUBBORN INSISTENCE 
BY SHIA ZEALOTS THAT THEY WOULD FULFILL RELI- 
GIOUS TRADITIONS DESPITE REPEATED WARNINGS OE 
AUTHORITIES THAT RELIGIOUS PROCESSION SHOULD NOT 
TAKE PLACE. 

7. COMMENT: IE CLAIMS OF LEAFLET ARE TRUE TO 
ANY SUBSTANTIAL DEGREE, IRAQI GOVERNMENT HAS A 
EAR BIGGER PROBLEM WITH SHIA POPULATION THAN 
AUTHORITIES WILL ADMIT EITHER PUBLICLY OR PRIVATELY 
TO US VIA OUR USUAL SOURCE WITH CLOSE LINKS TO 
IRAQI INTELLIGENCE. THEY VERY FACT THAT SUCH A 
LEAFLET IS BEING CIRCULATED IS A SIGNIFICANT 
SECURITY LAPSE IN A COUNTRY WHERE OWNERSHIP OF 
TYPEWRITERS IS TIGHTLY CONTROLLED, AND OVERT 
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REPRODUCTION FACILITIES ARE ALMOST NON-EXISTENT. 

8. USINT WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INEORMATION THAT 
DEPARTMENT OE INFO ADDRESSEES CAN PROVIDE 
REGARDING ISLAMIC PATRIOTIC FRONT. 

WILEY 
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NNN 
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